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FOREWORD

The Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) is pleased to begin publishing the

annual operating schedules for the national oceanographic fleet with this 1983
edition. Distribution is made to those individuals and activities involved in
planning, scheduling and coordinating U. S. oceanographic ship operations.

As ship operating expenses increase, efficiency of operations becomes a key ingre-
dient for an effective national oceanographic program. To this end, every effort
must be made to maximize the use of existing oceanographic platforms by "piggybacking"
projects, exchanging oceanographic data and coordinating schedules. This publi-
cation serves as one means of assisting sponsoring activities and user organizations
in effective management of national oceanographic assets.

In Tight of this effort and recognizing that many ocean capable vessels specifi-
cally configured for oceanographic research and hydrographic surveying exist in the
private sector (representing a definite national asset), this edition includes

some schedules of vessels operated by commercial concerns. An invitation is
extended to other commercial concerns who operate specifically configured, deep-
ocean capable, oceanographic or hydrographic vessels to include their schedules

in future editions.

This publication has been principally developed from the latest data contained in
NAVOCEANO's computerized Research Vehicle Reference Service (RVRS), a subset of the
Oceanographic Management Information System (OMIS). The RVRS was established to
provide a centralized source of information on ship characteristics, latest schedules,
last known positions and points of contact for the ship operators. Participation

in this reference system by ship operators, potential users and by activities other-
wise concerned with oceanographic ship operations is invited. For the latest
information on schedule changes or modifications of vessel capabilities and related
questions, please address correspondence to Commanding Officer, Naval Oceanographic
Office (Attention: OMIS Staff), NSTL Station, Bay St. Louis, MS 39522 or call
Commercial (601) 688-5123/Autovon 485-5123/FTS 494-5123,

The Commander, Naval Oceanography Command remains the Navy point of contact for

ship operations which involve the use of undersea sonic emitters, dragged devices

or explosive charges. Because of the inherent danger from such operations to
submarines, all non-Navy ship operators are required to provide at least two weeks
advance notice so that survey areas may be cleared. Please address correspondence
on this matter to Commander, Naval Oceanography Command (Attention: N321), NSTL
Statign, 38¥ St. Louis, MS 39529 or call Commercial (601) 688-5007/Autovon 485-5007/
FTS 494-5007.

v VWL“
C. H. BASSETT
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INTRODUCTION

“This publication presents the 1983 operating schedules for the national oceano-
graphic fleet. Schedules are provided for 70 ships which operate under various
academic, governmental or commerical organizations. Included along with each
ship schedule is information on ship characteristics, engineering/deck equip-
ment and a point of contact. For convenience, quarterly ship operational summaries
are provided which allow the user to quickly determine which ships are operating
in a particular ocean area of interest during a particular time frame.

The information presented in this publication was principally derived from the
latest data contained in the computer-based Research Vehicle Reference Service
(RVRS), a subset of the Oceanographic Management Information System (OMIS) which |
is resident at the Naval Oceanoaraphic Office.

\

RESEARCH VEHICLE REFERENCE SYSTEM OVERVIEW

In 1978, OMIS was initiated at the Naval Oceanographic Office to provide essential
information on oceanographic activities within Navy. The first areas considered

for automation were oceanographic research and survey vessels which led to the RVRS
subset.

The RVRS was at first envisioned to provide information on only Federally funded
and operated vessels. Huwever, with the limited number of platforms available to
conduct oceanographic projects and increasing operating costs, the inclusion into
RVRS of as many ships as possible was considered essential. Principal users were !
thought to be those involved in assessing the national fleet's capabilities or in
determining the availablility of a ship for a future cruise requirement. In this
regard, the latest ship Tocations and desired ship missions were necessary.

Concentration has been placed on identifying and incorporating oceanographic ships
over 65 feet in length. Physical characteristics are tabulated in RVRS by recog-
nizing approximately 100 different factors and are categorized by deck/engineering
equipment, dimensions, administrative details, points-of-contact for the physical
plant and the routine on-board electronics suite. The purpose is to give a compre-
hensive description of a ship's physical capabilities for planning purposes. A
point-of-contact is included for direct inquiry regarding a particular platform.

Each ship's operating schedule is maintained in the system. Original schedules for
each year, as well as schedule changes, are forwarded to the OMIS staff from
appropriate sources. Port-to-port cruise information is subsequently displayed

(as shown in the following schedules in this publication) with the cruise objective,
program, principal scientist, sponsoring organization and projected days at sea.
Also, the date of update and the operating area are indicated. The smaller oceano-
graphic vessels that make cruises of relatively short duration and distance from
home port usually have a general statement reflecting their operations in lieu of
daily schedules. Schedules which have "open" periods {(e.g., time which has not
been obligated to a particular project, transit or repair? are signified so that
they can be collectively sorted and analyzed.

LN P i, - - D P R S PR S | . PR Y e o, . _A‘LJ




Current mission, status, location and time are updated daily into RVRS for most
of the larger vessels in the Federal fleet. Course and speed are included when
available. Information is obtained from synoptic weather and bathythermograph
observation messages, by phone or is entered directly by the shore-based ship
operators.

RESEARCH VEHICLE REFERENCE SYSTEM USAGE

RVRS has grown in both content and user participation. Eighteen organizations
currently have remote terminal access to the data base.

There are a number of small, inexpensive remote computer terminals available today
which can be used to interface RVRS through a standard desk telephone. The
terminal must be the dial-up, asynchronous type and be teletype compatible.

A 300 baud line capability is required along with a standard RS232 interface
configuration.

RVRS was developed to simplify user access to the retrieval program; the operator
selects the desired information from a basic question set which includes infor-
mation on ship schedules within a certain ocean area or within a specific time
span, ships in an area based on last reported position, points-of-contact and
physical characteristics.

Special requirements for information may require analysis of the RVRS data base
in a manner different from the standard questions. For examole, the question
"Identify all ships over 150 feet in length which have satellite navigation
capability" would require an input froman RVRS Subject Matter Specialist. To
receive this special support, address correspondence to the Commanding Officer,
U. S. Naval Oceanographic Office (Attention: OMIS Staff), NSTL Station, Bay St.
Louis, MS 39522 or call Commercial (601) 688-5123/Autovon 485-5123/FTS 494-5123.
In addition to answering standard queries from those who do not have a remote
terminal available, the RVRS Subject Matter Specialist is also a source for the
Research Vehicle Reference Service User's Guide to the interactive data retrieval
program.
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